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Prussian style, was a good one. His eyes were devoid of
expression. J3e seemed to like making a speech, but his
delivery lacked the terseness which we are accustomed to
expect in officers of high rank.

The practical subject of our interview was the training
of young men approaching military age and the creation of
an effective military cadre for Danzig, which was forbidden
by its Statute to maintain any armed forces. There was a
scheme for instituting a sort of police reserve as a cadre, for
the time being, for a division. Germany was to furnish arms
and equipment. The Reichswehr would provide the military
instructors. It was to be a part of the German re-armament
plan, and a safeguard against Polish attacks which were not
unlikely to be made.

This was not merely playing at soldiers at the instance
of the Nazis. The minority Government, formed by the
German Nationalists and the Centre, which had ruled
Danzig for the previous six months with the support of
the Social Democrats, had applied to the Reichswehr for
assistance in Danzig's defence measures. In the critical
situation which had existed even before the seizure of power
by the Nazis, the danger of Polish action against Danzig
had been felt to be acute. Whether with good reason or not,
I will not venture to say. In any case the Danzig Govern-
ment considered, and was supported in its view by all
parties, that it would be necessary in an emergency to offer
military resistance to the Polish troops, and, if possible,
hold up an attempted invasion for at least twenty-four
hours.

In reality this would have been a pretty hopeless under-
taking. I felt bound to state that in the event of a conflict
between Poland and Danzig in 1934 the German Reichs-
wehr, which was then in process of reorganization, could
hardly have intervened in Danzig's favour with any hope of
success. That was the background of the conversation I am
recording here*

"We must set up our defence force as a popular oj^jan-
ization* That is the essence of our task,** continued Bloitf-
berg. "The people mtist identify themselves with us, The
defence force mtist bfe really popular, not merely a show-